FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Sound of Art, SupportKet.org & 55DSL are pleased to announce 

THE WALLS BELONG TO US 2

An Art Benefit for Alan Ket’s Legal Defense

October 31, 2007 (New York City) -- On November 8, 2007, following the success of the first THE WALLS BELONG TO US at the PowerHouse Arena in Brooklyn, Alan Ket [Maridueña] will host another art auction and benefit at the 55DSL Store in Soho.  THE WALLS BELONG TO US 2 will continue to feature a paramount line-up of global graffiti, urban art, and photography. The works to be featured are from some of the most world-renowned artists, including: Lee Quiñones, COPE2, GHOST, Grotesk, Henry Chalfant, EWOK, Chris DAZE Ellis, Barry McGee, Cern YMI, Logan Hicks, PART 1, COCO 144, Jani Tolin, and ONE9.

In addition, THE WALLS BELONG TO US 2 will continue to serve as an instrument to raise funds in support of Alan Ket’s recent legal challenges. Since his March 2007 arrest for graffiti crimes in three separate legal jurisdictions, Ket recently pleaded guilty to three felony charges and is facing thousands of dollars in legal fees and fines. Ket has no prior criminal record. 

Since 1986, Ket has documented the New York City graffiti art movement and been an active participant as a painter and supporter. From launching STRESS (1995) and COMPLEX magazines (2001) to serving as an art curator for the 2006 video game “Marc Ecko’s Getting Up: Contents Under Pressure,” he has ensured that graffiti art is recognized as an important and legitimate art movement by documenting its pioneers and its protagonists.  Traveling to universities nationwide, Ket has been an outspoken advocate on graffiti history and issues concerning public art. Today, as US publisher of From Here to Fame Books, Ket publishes work that celebrates Hip-Hop, street movements and graffiti history.
(Continued . . . )

ABOUT THE AUCTION:

The open-invite fundraiser will feature an open bar with beer and cocktails, music provided by DJ Soul, and a silent auction. Ket’s friends and supporters are donating works exclusively for this auction event to support his legal defense and to show solidarity to a fellow artist. 

The submitted work is juried, and many pieces are on display during the auction, with the exception of a body of art that will be only available online. The exhibition will commence on November 8, 2007 and run through the actual auction close, November 11.  In addition, art patrons can visit: www.thewallsbelongtous.com/auction to view and/or bid on pieces featured in the auction. The auction will be held online with select pieces being sold onsite on November 8. 
Admission is FREE and RSVP’s are strongly recommended. There is a suggested donation of $20 at the door. Capacity for this event is limited and pre-registration online is strongly encouraged. Entry is not guaranteed.

THE WALLS BELONG TO US 2

An Art Benefit for Alan Ket’s Legal Defense

Music by DJ Soul

November 8, 2007 :: 7 – 9 pm

55DSL Store :: 281 Lafayette Street :: Soho NYC, 10012

Featuring: Lee Quiñones, COCO 144, SMITH, GHOST, STAK, Barry McGee, Grotesk, COPE2, SONIC, Machine, MILK, SENTO, Henry Chalfant, VEN, WOLF, Chris DAZE Ellis, MIN ONE, FREEDOM, TOOFLY, PURE, Logan Hicks, CERN, M. Tony Peralta, Eric Haze, PERSUE, Meridith McNeal, JA 1, Mario Pena, Chris Partelow, Craig Anthony Miller, MERES, Joe Buck, FREE5, BATES, Mike Stone, ONE9, Fiorentina Dibiasi, D-Pi, Kel First, ZIMAD, SPAR, DASH167, Shepard Fairey, Jani Tolin, PART1 and many more. 

For more info, including images, please contact: 

Elz Cuya, Communications Director, Hip-Hop Theater Festival

elz@hiphoptheaterfest.org :: 718 497 4282

